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Report on Southern Regional Consultation on 

“Safer Cities for Women” 

Organised by Jagori and EKTA 

EKTA Resource Centre, partnered JAGORI to organize a Southern Regional Consultation on “Safer Cities 
for Women” on the 29th and 30th of August 2012 at the Mamalla Beach Resort in Mahabalipuram, Tamil 
Nadu. The consultation brought together 42 representatives from non-governmental organizations, 
researchers and academicians from Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, Pondicherry and Tamil 
Nadu. Focusing on issues concerning women’s safety, the consultation generated a sense of urgency to 
build awareness across many levels and States of the need for mechanisms that create safer cities for 
women and girls and thus promote overall development and gender justice.  

Day 1 

Inaugural Session: 

The consultation began with a formal welcome to participants by Ms. Bimla Chandrasekar, Director of 
EKTA. She expressed her sincere thanks and appreciation to JAGORI for organizing the event. Ms. Bimla 
gave a brief overview of the problems faced by women and the importance of creating awareness about 
the need for collective action by women’s groups to both address the vulnerabilities of women and girls 
in a rapidly urbanized development process and to advocate with State parties to create effective 
mechanisms for a safer environment. The patriarchal society that looks at women as sex objects has 
considered women’s safety only from a protectionist view and not from a rights perspective. With the 
emergence of a strong women's movement and greater awareness among women due to better access 
to education, women are increasingly articulating their needs and asserting their right to a violence-free 
life. In this context, Ms. Bimla expressed that the present meeting is very important and urged 
participants to actively participate in the consultation, freely share their views and come up with 
startegies for collective action to strengthen women's rights in the region.    

Following this introduction, Ms. Anupriya from JAGORI presented the objectives of the consultation as 
follows:  

 To share a conceptual framework, methodology and strategies for analyzing women’s safety and 
inclusion in cities  

 To learn from the experiences of other women’s groups with similar goals 
 To strengthen networking among women’s groups  

 
Participants were then invited to introduce themselves and share their expectations for the 
consultation.  
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Participant’s Expectations:  

 To learn from the experiences of Delhi and Kerala groups about the safer cities and develop 
comprehensive strategies to make women’s safety a reality. 

 To deepen understanding of violence against women.  

 How to articulate tools for the grass roots groups and to make strategies inclusive of the socially 
disadvantaged groups particularly  the physically challenged, 

 To have better understanding of women’s safety and to strengthen networking  among women 
at various levels 

After considering these expectations, Ms. Anupriya shared the proposed agenda for both days, which 
coincided with the shared expectations of participants.  

As the consultation date coincided with the ONAM festival, a decorated lamp was lit, greetings 
exchanged and sweets distributed.  Thus, the programme began in a joyous, festive mood.                                                                          

Session 1: Critical issues of women’s safety and gender inclusion in urban and 
rural settings in Tamil Nadu 

There were three presentations by Ranjani (EKTA), Anupama (Prajnya Trust) and Fatima Burnad (Tamil 
Nadu Women’s Forum).  The session was chaired by Aasha Ramesh, an activist from Karnataka. 

Ranjani started her presentation by defining the condition of being safe as freedom from danger, risk, or 
injury, and defined inclusion as a socially inclusive society that values all people, where differences are 
respected, and all of people’s basic needs are met so that they can live in dignity.  She explained that no 
urban or rural space in Tamil Nadu is safe and that age does not offer full protection, though younger 
girls/women are more vulnerable to violence.  Women also face different forms of violence ranging 
from physical violence to sexual and emotional violence.  Ms. Ranjani furthered stressed that it is a myth 
that women are safer in Tamil Nadu, and supported this point by presenting the latest government data 
on crime against women and data from National Family Health Survey-3 on spousal violence.  In this 
context, she explained, there is a critical need for strong networking among women to demand safety 
measures from the State.  

Anupama introduced the work of Prajnya Trust.  She shared details about Prajnya’s 16 Day Campaign 
(25th Nov- 10th Dec) initiative at multiple locations across Chennai. The Campaign’s aim is to raise 
awareness of the different ways in which women are vulnerable to violence at home, at work, on 
campuses and in public spaces.  The awareness process adopts a broad, inclusive, structural and human 
rights-oriented approach to focus on gender-based violence.  To create a network for action, this 
process depends upon forging partnerships by involving diverse audiences – including educational 
institutions, corporate groups and civil society organizations – and by working with multiple media and 
programme formats.  Ms. Anupama also shared a success story of the active participation of various 
networks in this campaign, and concluded by saying that together we can address violence against 
women (VAW). 
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Fatima Bernad began by giving various examples of violence against women, particularly violence 
against women from the dalit and tribal communities and against transgender persons.  Raising the 
larger question of vulnerability – who is vulnerable and why – she helped participants understand the 
roles of various institutions in perpetuating the divide between the powerful and powerless in society. 

Fatima talked about Saudi Arabia where separate workplaces are created for the safety of women.  
There were mixed reactions to this; as this could be seen as a temporary special measure to provide 
women a safe environment to work, but in the long run, women have to come into the mainstream and 
men have to learn that women’s rights are human rights. She spoke about the special economic zones 
(SEZs) which are sometimes presented as a form of women’s empowerment, but in reality disempower 
them by taking away the local resources that women previously had access to.  She cited examples of 
increasing broken families where husbands leave their wives and children and very casually start to live 
with girls working in the SEZ area. The participants shared several examples from their field areas to 
substantiate the views expressed by the presenter. 

To conclude the session, Aasha Ramesh thanked all of the presenters and participants for making the 
session very interactive through their participation. 

Session 2: Overview of global initiatives on gender-inclusive cities  

This session was chaired by Dr. Beulah Shekhar.  

Kalpana from JAGORI highlighted women’s right to a safe city where women and girls can enjoy public 
spaces and public life without fear of being assaulted. Therefore, prevention and reduction of violence 
against women, reduction of fear of violence, and creating the conditions for women’s access and 
inclusion are requisites for a Safe City.  

Women feel safer where they are not discriminated against and when they can participate in decisions 
that affect their community. Furthermore, women feel safe and secure when the state guarantees the 
human rights of all without excluding women and girls, which includes the government taking action to 
prevent and give punishment for violence against women and girls. 

Kalpana gave a brief explanation about the emergence of the Safe City campaign and cited examples of 
initiatives in Canada, Africa, Latin America and many other parts of the world to establish Safer City 
programmes within local, regional and national government: 

• The campaign began in Canada in the late 1980s; Safer City divisions were formed in local 
governments in Toronto and Montreal. 

• In Latin America, regional programs were initiated in 5 cities to address VAW in urban spaces.  
• In Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania the goal of the initiative has been to strengthen the capacities of 

local authorities to address urban safety issues and reduce delinquency, violence and insecurity. 
There are Safer Cities divisions at local and national levels.  

• In Seoul, South Korea the campaign’s focus has been on urban transport and mobility of 
pedestrians. The notification of public spaces – restrooms, parking lots, parks, women-friendly 
cab services, etc.  – have been put in place. Women are involved in the monitoring and 
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certification process. The issue of older women and women who have left paid work for child 
care are given priority. The government has initiated gender mainstreaming in all government 
departments. 

• Maribyrnong, Australia has used gender mainstreaming in its work with Leisure and Open Space 
Services to analyse new proposals for parks and recreation centres. Concerns include the 
folloing: Are they providing equal access to men and women? Are they providing equal services? 
Do budgets reflect needs of both men and women? Is violence against women a priority within 
the public health plan that was integrated in the revised council plan (2009-2012)? 

• In Rosario, Argentina the focus has been on awareness-raising and preventative actions against  
VAW on public transport. Specific efforts include working with youth to raise awareness about 
the problem of violence against women in the city and to promote a different use of public 
spaces, and the training of Urban Guards on human rights and VAW. 

 

Kalpana also spoke about the important role played by community watch groups and explained activities 
in Delhi such as safety audits conducted by JAGORI. She said that 40 percent of people in Delhi think that 
violence is not an issue to complain to police about and can instead be solved within the community.  
Therefore, the burden of safety remains upon women, who have their mobility restricted – generally 
being asked to stay indoors after dark – to ensure their safety. 

Beulah thanked Kalpana for her presentation and summarised by saying ownership of women’s safety 
programme by government is very essential to see any tangible changes and therefore it is important 
that women collectively emerge as a stron pressure group that can influence the development direction 
of the State. 

Session 3: Experiences from other cities  

This session was moderated by Gandimathi. Rejitha and Team Members detailed the highlights of 
campaigns and programmes. 

It was shared that inspired by Jagoris’ safe city campaign from 2005 onwards, SAKHI initiated the Safer 
Cities; Free of Violence against Women and Girls in Kerala in collaboration with Jagori. Initially it was 
undertaken in two cities and now the collaborative effort is in four cities of Kerala 

 Trivandrum under the leadership of Sakhi 
 Kozhikode under the leadership of Anweshi 
 Kochi under the leadership of CGDE 
 Thissur under the leadership of MAYA 

I Phase work-Trivandrum and Kozhikode 

 FGDs were held with Domestic workers, Women conductors, Women journalists, Kudumbashree 
members, Differently abled women, Girl students and Men. 

Phase II-Kochi and Thrissur  

 FGDs were held with CDS members of Kudumbashree, girl students, male auto drivers, women 
members of Residents’ Association and Women from SHGs (self-employed)  
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 Teachers, LGBT Community, Women advocates, Group of men  

 Safety Audits in Kozhikode, Kochi and Thrissur at select College, Bus stand and Streets. 

Key Findings:  

 Women all the time  fear the possibility of violence 
 Almost 2 out of every 3 women face harassment 
 In Kochi and Thrissur, almost all women whom we came across during the study shared unsafe 

feelings in city 
 Sexual harassment and robbery are the main safety problems in all the four cities.  
 The most common forms of sexual harassment are verbal / visual and physical harassments.  
 Women in Kozhikode face more stalking and flashing than in Thiruvananthapuram or they were 

ready to reveal such experience.  
 
Gandimathi consolidated the key points from the presentation and requested participants to take note 
of all these initiatives while preparing the action plan for their respective States.  

At the end of this session Suneeta briefed the participants about the One Billion Rising Campaign (OBR) 
and requested the participants to get involved in the process which will be culminated on the 14th Feb, 
2013. A banner on OBR was dispalyed and the participants signed the banner to show their solidarity. 

Thought of the Day 

Safety is an INCLUSIVE PERSPECTIVE 

Involvement of community is a key factor to build safe cities for women 

Plenty of preparatory work to lobby with insensitive planners 

In the evening the participants organized Antakshari in the Beach and had real fun. 
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Day 2 

After a brief recap of the previous day, facilitated by  Ms Bimla the technical sessions for the day 2 
started.   

Session 4: Sharing of some tools and guidelines by JAGORI and Kerala team  

Moderated by Suneeta Dhar & Kalpana V 

The Kerala and Delhi group shared the tools and techniques they used for conducting research on safer 
cities for Women. Jagori shared their experiences of the awareness campaign for Delhi bus drivers and 
Suneeta on the signature campaign.  

Safe Delhi Campaign (2005-2008) 

Safety Audits, Public Awareness Campaign and working with the transport corporation were three 
strategies adopted as part of the Safe City Campaign. This was followed by Baseline research and 
partnerships (2009-11) 

• Survey of 5010 girls/women and men – 15 years of age and above (2009-2010);  
-in all 9 districts of the city 

-included men’s perceptions/ experiences 

                             -covered 22 sites in 9 districts;  

        -age groups 15 upwards;  

-all classes and occupations - unorganized, middle class, home makers, students, older 
women, etc. 

• FGDs held with groups of women with vulnerabilities – informal sector, night workers, women 
from northeast, transgenders, differently abled, journalists, call centres, communities 

• Women’s safety audits in  Delhi University and Delhi Gate areas 
Key Findings  

 Women of all classes have to contend with harassment as part of their daily lives  
  School and college students in the 15-19 age-group and women workers in the unorganized 

sectors are particularly vulnerable 
• Harassment occurs during day and night, in all kinds of public spaces (both secluded and 

crowded) 
• Public transport, buses and roadsides are reported as spaces where women and girls face high 

levels of sexual harassment  
• The most common form of harassment reported is verbal, visual and physical  
• The burden of ensuring safety remains upon women. They try to ensure their own safety by not 

visiting certain places, staying indoors after dark, maintaining a dress code, carrying pepper 
spray and safety pins, etc. 
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These findings clearly indicate: 

• Public spaces in Delhi are male dominated and women-unfriendly 
• Poorly-designed and badly-maintained infrastructure (e.g. pavements, public toilets, subways) 

add to lack of safety 
• Creating safety in public transport is essential 
• Burden of safety is on woman 
• Witnesses, or the general public, are unsupportive (or just afraid to intervene) 
• Police are often unsupportive, gender-insensitive and likely to trivialize the incident 

Components of safety strategies: 

1. Generating knowledge and evidence, Women's safety audits, Research studies, FGDs and 
Monitoring and Evaluation 

2. Gender-inclusive urban design and infrastructure and delivery of services-  Such as parks, toilets, 
bus stops, streets, markets, public transport 

3. Policing & Legal Framework, Support to victims - Improved  response  of police, Work with 
community based mechanisms of justice, Advocacy on law reforms 

4. Supporting community initiatives like Anti VAW campaigns, Women and youth  collectives, 
Working with schools and university, Addressing intersection of vulnerabilities 

 
Some key outcomes: 

• Police response on violence - new help lines, campaign, women-only police stations in both 
campuses 

• Response from urban planners to integrate gender into planning and design 
• Response from transport sector – messaging (not clear), training etc 
• Delhi government introduces Awaz Uthao (Raise your voice) scheme (in a footnote please 

explain the scheme) 
• Research and data out in public domain  

 

Session 5: State-wise discussions on way forward 

Post-lunch session was on discussions on strategies in State-wise groups. The representatives of the 
state groups shared their action plans in a plenary. 

Feed Back: 

 The workshop was very informative and effective.   
 It was quite useful for the states that are planning to undertake the research, got adequate 

input and motivation from the workshop. 
 Very Informative and educative and was an eye opener for many 
 Opened new avenues of thinking 
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Action Plans from the States:  

 TAMIL NADU: 

1)  Formation of Safe committee (representatives from 4 cities) 

2) Alliance building with other groups 
3) Adoptions of tools (in Tamil Nadu) 

4) Preparation of resource directory 
5) Identifying & Involving stake holders including government office. 

 6) Preparation of IEC materials 

 7) Pilot study in 5 cities (Chennai, Madurai, Trichy, and Tirunelveli & Pondicherry) 

Responsibility:  

 Chennai     – Renuka (CWDR) 
 Madurai     – Bimla (EKTA) 
 Trichy         – Gayathri (BDU) 
 Tirunelveli   – Dr Beulah 
 Pondicherry – Dr Beulah 

 
Steering Committee Members:            

Ms. Sheelu, Ms.Beulah Azharia, Ms. Phavalam, Ms.Vanaja, Ms.Jesuretanam, Ms. Gandhimathy, 
Ms.Esther, Ms. Vadivu, Ms. Maheswari, Ms.Shyamala, Ms.Manju, Ms.Fatima, Ms.Chandrika, 
Ms.Pachayammal.   

Immediate Action Points 

 Convening the steering committee meeting  at Chennai – Ms. Bimla  DATE :SEP 30TH 
 Sharpening and shaping of vision  
 IEC Materials Tools - Preparation – Ms.Chandrika -CARE India 

 
 ASSAM: (SAFE GUWAHATI) 

 Identify stake holders for steering committee (Gu, cotton, college, IGP, Disability NGO …) 
 FGDs (Migrants, students, street vendor, …) 
 Identify volunteers- for street survey / interms…) 
  Street survey (500 approx ) 
 Sharing Meetings 
 Safety Audits- (urban slum , Main roads) 
 Final report   
 Policy Advocacy  
 76 days Gender violence campaign  
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KARNATAKA: 

 Preliminary Consultative meeting and network building  
 Formation of Advisory Committee 
 Area Selection (5 Ward) 
 Sample Collection 500/ward (2500 and identifying Stake holders) 
 Refining  & Sharing the Questionnaire based on Kerala and Delhi Study 
 FGDs identifying categories 
 Selection of safety Audit areas to carry out the audit & analyze. 

 

ANDHRA PRADESH: 

 To study and analyze situation of Safe Cities for women in Andhra Pradesh by adapting tools. 
 Steering committee formation – multi-sectored representation  
 3 cities – each in one region (Vijayawada (Andhra) , Hyderabad (Telenrana), Tirupathi 

(Rayalaseema)  
 Study will be conducted through linkages with academic institutions and NGO (VMM) or WS 
 Acharya Nagarjuna University  - Vijayawada 
 School of social work , OU - Hyderabad 
 Padmavathi Mahila University - Tirupathi 

 

Tools to be used: 

Step I: 

 FGD at  community level - College youth, SHG, teachers, advocates, CSO, men’s group, people 
with disabilities, Female sex worker, , Transgender, police 

 Questionnaire: Survey 
 

Step II: (Safety Audit) 

 Desk review of existing Policies/ Scheme, collect list of service providers (district resource 
directory of CSO, SWC, WCD) 

 Data Tabulation, analysis, findings, recommendation 
 Share the first draft with community (who is involved in data report) 
 Sharing the findings with CSO, Politicians at city & at state level 

 

Findings & Recommendation to be shared with: 

 Planners: 
 Basic Services 
 Facility level (city specific) 
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 Policy Makers 
 City residents?? 
 State government officials?? 
 National level 
 Community Group 
 Media & Print/ Election 

 

Sustain Campaign - Community driven: 

 IKP- Gender Wing – monthly Programme  
 Campaign events twice in a month 
 Youth initiatives – Campaign at Campus attendance / Certificate 
 Website blog 
 Air/ DD/FM/TV – Discussions, Coverage 
 Process documentation 
       

Materials Distributed in the Consultation 

 Gender Manual, CDs on the studies by Jagori 
 Jagori Reports on safe cities and guidebook for policy makers 
 Sakhi Study Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pa
ge

12
 

Photos 

             

 

Inaugural with Onam Celebration   Welcome 

 

Ms. Anupama- Prajanya                                          Ms. Ranjani K Moorthy - Consultant 

   

      Fatima Burnad- Tamilnadu Women’s Forum                       Kalpana- Jagori 
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                                                                  Antakshari in the Beach       

 

 

 

      Experience Shared by Anupriya & Rejitha                  Experience shared by Vimochana Team 

     

                     Experience Shared by Sunita             Experience Shared by Sreeja 
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Group Discussion: 

 

         Karnataka  State Group Discussion  & Presentation  

                               Group Discussion   & Presentation - Andhra  & Assam  State  

 

                                          TN & Pondy GD &    OBR Signature                              
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Annexure-I 

   Safer Cities for Women workshop   

 August 29-30, 2012, Mahabalipuram, Tamil Nadu   

AGENDA 

 

DAY/TIME  

 

SESSION  

 

SESSION DETAIL 

 

RESOURCE 
PERSON  

Day I 

9:00 – 9:30 
am  

Registration   EKTA team 

9:30 – 
10:30 am 

Opening 
session  

 Welcome and Introductions  
 Objectives of the workshop and logistics  
 

Bimla 
Chandrashekar, 
EKTA & 
Anupriya, Jagori 

10.30 am – 
12.00pm  

Critical Issues 
of women’s 
safety and 
gender 
inclusion in 
urban and rural 
settings in 
Tamil Nadu  

 

Panel discussion : presenters 10 – 15 mins each;  Panel: Ranjani 
Murthy, Fatima 
Burnad 
Anupama 
Srivinivas 

 

Moderated by; 
Aasha Ramesh 

12.00 – 
1.30 pm 

Overview of 
global 
initiatives on 
gender 
inclusive cities 

Presentation for 20-25min; followed by Q&A Presenter: 

Kalpana V  

Moderated by: 

Dr.Beulah 
Shekhar 
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LUNCH BREAK 

1.30 – 2.30pm 

2.30 - 4.30 
pm 

Experiences 
from other 
cities and 
highlights of 
their 
campaigns and 
programmes 

  

 

Panel discussion : presenters 15 - 20 mins each; 
followed by Q&A 

Panel:  

Sakhi- Rejitha 

Jagori – 
Anupriya  

Vimochana: 
Celine 

 

Moderated by 
Gandhimati 

5 – 6.30 pm Open session  Moderated by ;  
Ms. Bimla 
Chandrashekhar 

 

8 pm Informal dinner 

 

Day II 

9:00 – 
9:30am 

Recapitulation  EKTA 

9:30 am – 
1pm  

Sharing some  
tools and 
guidelines and 
Q & A  

 ‘Tools by the Café’ – parallel discussion being 
conducted by Delhi (FGD/ Survey)and Kerala group 
(WSA) 

 

Each city shares guidelines, formats, experiences on 
usage of tools (challenges and benefits) 

 

Café I : 
Questionnaires 
& FGDs – Jagori 

 

Café II : Safety 
audits - Sakhi, 
Anweshi & 
MAYA 

 

Moderated by 
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Suneeta Dhar & 
Kalpana V 

1-2pm LUNCH BREAK 

 

2.00 – 3.30 
pm  

How do we 
work towards 
next steps   

Four state wise group discussions and 
presentations. 

 

Moderated by 
Celine 

3.30-4.30 
pm  

Review of the 
workshop 

Closure 

 Feedback exercise 
 Closure of the workshop 

Bimla 
Chandrashekar, 
EKTA 

4:30 – 5:30 pm Tea   

Departure 
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Annexure-II 

S.No.      Participant Name Address &  E- mail Id 

1 Ms. Sheetal sharma 

 

North East Network(NEN) 

J.N Borodah Lane, Jarpukhuri, 

Guawhati- Pin-781001, Assam 

assamnen@yahoo.co.uk,sreekala@northeastnetwork.org 

Ph: 0361-2603833 Mobile:09854062479 

2 Ms. Lopamudra patra 

 

 

Ph.d Women Studies, Pondicherry University 

Kalapet, Pondicherry, 

Mobile: 7639738219 

lpmudrapatra7@gmail.com 

3 Ms. M. Shiamala Baby 

 

FORWARD 

117, Suddananda Bharathi st, 

East Tambaram,Chennai-59 

Mobile: 9840702226 

shiamalaforword@yahoo.com 

4 Ms. Jasmine Giri 

 

M.phil in Women’s Studies,  

Pondicherry University. 

girijasmine97@gmail.com 

Mobile: 94878-41941 

5 Ms. K. Gowri 

 

Rural Development Council  

No 51, Bye Pass Road, 

Denkaikottai, Krishnagiri Dt,Tamil Nadu  

rdctribal@gmail.com 

Mobile: 9443087102 
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6 Mr. K.C. Santhosh Kumar MAYA (Medi Action with Youth & Adolescents) 

27/484/3, Government IASE Quarters City Post, 

Thrissur-680020. Mobile: 09446529991 

mayatrust.kerala@gmail.com 

kcsanthosh66@gmail.com 

7 Dr. B. Keeethi Technical Support Manager 

Vasavya Mahila Maudali 

Benz Circle, Vijayawada-520 010. Andhra Pradesh 

Mobile: 09848542521 

vasavyamm@sify.com 

8 Ms. G. Rashmi Executive Secretary 

Vasavya  Mahila Maudali 

Benz circle,Vijayawada-520010, Andhra Pradesh 

Mobile: 09849081733 

vasavyamm@sify.com 

grashmisamaram@hotmail.com 

9 

 

Dr. Beulah Shekhar Prof. Victimology & Victim Assitance  

Manonmaniyam Sundarar University 

Tirunelveli-627011 

beulahshekhar@yahoo.com 

Mobile: 09843058035 

10 Ms. V.Chandrika CARE INDIA, Ekkaduthangal, 

Chennai. 

Mobile: 9841533125 

vchandrika@careindia.org 



 

Pa
ge

20
 

11 Ms. Aparajita Bhatlacharya CARE India, Ekkaduthangal, 

Chennai. 

Mobile: 09674482939 

bhatlacharyaaparajita@ymail.com 

12 Ms. Sneha Deepthi CARE INDIA, Chennai 

Mobile: 09968351634 

sneha.deepthi92@gmail.com 

13 Ms. T. Maheswari  TN Handicapped federation charitable trust 

No.21AA, Lake view road,  

Kottur, Chennai-85, Ph: 044- 24405584 

Mobile: 9597498444 

tnhanicappedtrust@yahoo.co.in 

14 Ms. R. Vadivu HOPE Organization 

No:106, 100ft Road, 

Marappalam-605004, Puducherry. 

vrhope@gmail.com 

15 Ms. R. Patchaiyammal HOPE Organization 

No:106, 100ft Road, 

Marappalam-605004, Puducherry 

vrhope@gmail.com 

16 Ms. Asha Ramesh #56, Shradla Nilaya, 16thmu Nandana colony 

Bangalore - 43 

Mobile: 9845075268/9810617262 

aasmesh@gmail.com 

17 Ms. Sudhamani Sudha Nilayam,  
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1st Cross Thimma Reddy Colony , 

Jeevan Bima Nagar, Bangalore-560075. 

Mobile: 9449648822 

sumam61@yahoo.co.in 

18 Ms.  Renuka CWDR, 23,Jayaram street, 

4, Vasanth Apartment, Kuppam Beach Road, 
Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai-600041. 

Mobile: 9282233642, cwdrindia@yahoo.com 

19 A. Uma Devi EKTA Resource Centre for Women, 

Bethel Nagar, Bible Bhavan Street, 

Bye Pass Road, Ponmeni, Madurai -16. 

Mobile: 9865644147 

life_umadevi@yahoo.com 

20 Ms. Bimla Chandrasekar EKTA Resource Centre for Women, 

Bethel Nagar, Bible Bhavan Street, 

Bye Pass Road, Ponmeni, Madurai -16. 

Mobile: 9443377872. 

ektanambikkai@gmail.com 

21 Ms. Anita Vimochana 

33, Thyagaraja layout 

Jaibharath Nagar 

Bangalore-33 

Ph-080-25807248 

vimochana79@gmail.com 

22 Ms. Tabassum Vimochana 
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33, Thyagaraja layout, Jaibharath Nagar, 

Bangalore-33 . 

vimochana79@gmail.com 

23 Ms. Celine Vimochana 

33, Thyagaraja layout, Jaibharath Nagar 

Bangalore-33 

Ph: 080-25492781 

vimochana79@gmail.com 

24 Ms. Ranjani Researcher 

3B Nelsons Park, 14/2 1st Cross Street, 

Sashtri nagar, Chennai-20 

rk_km200 

25 Mr. A. Senthil Pandi EKTA Resource Centre for Women, 

Bethel Nagar, Bible Bhavan Street, 

Bye pass Road, Ponmeni, Madurai -16. 

26 Ms. Sreeja.P Amwishi kozhikudi 

Kathiravaltam 

Kozhokudi, Kerala 

673016.com 

09744375354 

sakhikerala@gmail.com 

27 Ms. Suneeta Dhan B-114, Shivaliah Malaviya Nagar,  

New Delhi. suneeta.dhan@jagori.org 

Mobile: 09810509338 
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28 Ms. Anupama Srinivasan Prajnya Trust, Chennai 

Mobile: 9791017202 

prajnyatrust@gmail.com 

29 Dr. Swarna Rajagopalan Prajnya Trust, Chennai 

prajnyatrust@gmail.com 

30 Ms. Rosy Sujatha.K CESVI, 

No:23, 1st cross st, Sripuram colony, 

St Thomas Mount, Chennai-16 

9840461065 

31 Ms. Rejitha.G Sakhi Women’s Resource Centre 

Convent road, vanchiyoor, Thiruvananthapuram 

Mobile: 09446274988 

sakhikerala@gmail.com 

32 Ms. Anupriya JAGORI, B-114, Shivaliah Malaviya Nagar,  

New Delhi-17. 

anupriya@jagori.org 

33 Ms. Kalpana JAGORI, B-114, Shivaliah Malaviya Nagar,  

New Delhi-17. 

viswanath.kalpana@gmail.com 

34 Ms. Sheelu Women’s Collective, 

10, East Street, Kolathur  

Chennai-600 099 

Mobile: 9444015851 

womenscollective1@gmail.com 

35 Ms. Esther Action Aid 
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23,West park Road , Shenoy nagar 

Chennai-600 030 . Mobile: 9444951927 

esthermariaselvam@actioinaid.org 

36 Ms. R.Gayathri 

(Research scholar) 

7F/40 Andal street,  Iyappa Nagar,Trichy-21 

Mobile: 9443250966 

Ririyashini@gmailcom 

37 Ms. P.Phavalam 

(Research co-ordinator) 

EKTA Resource Centre for Women, 

Bethel Nagar, Bible Bhavan Street, 

Bye pass Road, Ponmeni, Madurai -16 

Mobile: 9994352538 

pphavalam@yahoo.com 

38 Ms. Gandhimathi 

 

Law Trust, Ramakrishna Paramahamsar Street, 

Vellipalayam, Nagapattinam. 

gmathi_sethu@yahoo.co.in 

Mobile: 9443103273 

39 Ms. Jesu Rathinam Sneha 

Kariyan KudiChetty Street , 

Vellipalayam, Nagapattinam. 

Mobile:9443316738 

jesurethinam_c@rediffmail.com 

40 Ms. Fatima Bernad Tamilnadu Women’s Forum, Kallaru, 

Arakkonam -631002, Vellure Dist 

Mobile: 9444449657 

burnadratima@gmail.com 

41 Ms. R.Vimala Tamil nadu Women’s Forum 
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76/37,G, Z Block 

9th street, Anna nagar west 

Chennai -600 040 

tnwforum@gmail.com 

42 Ms. Beulah Azariah ECOMWEL 

G-3.bal Apartments, 19/9 Nathanmani Street, 

Shenoy Nagar,Chennai-30 

beulaha@yahoo.com 

9444066367 

 

Note:Please contact EKTA for the power point presentations. 
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Report of the Dissemination Workshop 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Date:  31st of August 2012 

Venue:  Aasha Nivas, Chennai. 
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SAFER CITIES FOR WOMEN – DISSEMINATION WORKSHOP 

Venue: Asha Nivas                                                                                                 Date: 31st August, 2012 

The meeting started at 11 am with a welcome by Ms Bimla, Director EKTA. In her welcome address she 
requested members present to take forward the Safer Cities for Women Campaign in order to create a 
healthy, violence and hazard-free world for women and children.   

There were 51 participants from 20 organisations representing 4 districts surrounding Chennai. 

In the introductory address, Suneeta from Jagori, briefed the group on the work of Jagori and its focus 
on securing rights for women. She shared the concerns faced by women evicted and displaced in the city 
and now located in resettlement colonies and how they were organizing themselves around issues of 
basic services and safety - that they have a right to the city and need to become part of the planning and 
design process. Recently they undertook studies on how they can redesign their spaces and move 
beyond the minimum basic infrastructure they live with. Having lost their livelihoods due to evictions, 
women have found it difficult to get secure their livelihoods and have been pushed into the poverty 
circle. JAGORI carried out a study with the women to highlight issues of the gender service gaps in their 
community.  

Further there is an issue of women’s safety in cities and Jagori has been undertaking work on this for the 
last 8 years. In the year 2004-2005, JAGORI conducted a safety audit in 25 places.   Focus group 
discussions were held with different classes of women like journalists, college staff, government 
officials, domestic workers, etc. As an outcome of the audits and further studies with the DWCD, Jagori 
suggested strategic measures that could be advanced by different government departments on safety of 
women and children in New Delhi. In addition campaigns were organised, awareness trainings were 
given to the auto drivers, bus drivers and conductors of transport corporation, etc.. The modules 
prepared by JAGORI has been incorporated in all the trainings for the bus drivers and conductors. Nearly 
40,000 staff (bus drivers and conductors) benefited via these training modules.  

The key strategies followed by JAGORI are: 

 Building the Knowledge base continuously 

 Working with diverse partners, including government agencies on policy/strategic frameworks 

 Involving the community youth and women in prevention and campaigns 

 Providing services for victims of violence, working with the police 

 Strengthening Networking among women’s groups and community groups 

The next session on Violence against women was taken by Fatima Bernard. She informed the members 
how women are always under an invisible purdah. This was an ice breaking session where all the 
members present came out with the occasion of violence against them and how they tackled those 
incidences with smartness and bravery. Women should come forward to form an all caste committee 
and look into the communal violence prevalent all over India. We, women should always work hand in 
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hand with the government officials and panchayat leaders for the development of our society. She 
concluded with 2 important questions for the members to look into seriously and immediately. They 
How do I change myself and how do I inculcate bravery. 

Following this, Dr Beulah briefly shared about the consultation at Mahabalipuram and explained about 
the  action plan that was evolved : 

 Initiating a campaign in 6 cities. (Coimbatore, Chennai, Tirunelveli, Madurai, Trichy and 
Pondicherry) 

 Inclusion of Government departments, SHGs and NGOs as partners. 

 Developing a Resource Directory 

 Preparation of audit tool by studying tool prepared by JAGORI, Action AID India. 

 Carrying out a pilot study 

 Developing campaign materials  

Ms Sheelu, Tamil Nadu Women’s Network stressed the need for networking in addressing women’s 
issues.  She reiterated the need to work with women’s rights groups and activists to work hand in hand 
to ensure women’s safety and to create violence free society. 

In the open forum, the participated women appreciated the initiative, expressed their views and gave 
the following suggestions: 

 Women should be given training in self defense techniques like karate and wenlido.’ 

 There is a need to educate children on ‘good touch and bad touch’ empower children to 
understand their rights to check child sexual abuse 

 Village level committees should be formed with both women and men to create awareness on 
gender issues and to address the same. 

 Media is a powerful tool to create public opinion. So media sensitization dialogues, trainings on 
a regular basis need to be organized. 

 Women’s safety  issues should be  discussed in the grama sabha meetings 

 CCTVs  may  be fixed in important places (high risk places) 

 There is an urgent need to  campaign for  closing down the  TASMAC (liquor shops run by the 
government in Tamilnadu) 

With this, the consultation came to an end with the vote of thanks by Ms Tamil Moni. 
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Photos 

    

    Welcome & Introduction        Sharing by Ms.Sunita                   

 

                                                      Sharing by Ms.Sheelu & Fatima Bernad 

 

                Sharing by Ms.Beulah Shekar               Participant’s Feedback         
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Annexure-I 

Dissemination Meeting on “Safer City for Women” 

 Date: August31st, 2012     PLACE: Aasha Nivas, Chennai. 

S.No. NAME ADDRESS WITH PHONE NO & MAIL ID 

1 Ms .S.C. Anbu Inba Selvi Women’s collective 

No. 10, East st, Kolathur 

Chennai-600099 

044-25501257 

2 

 

Ms .Stella Women’s collective 

No. 10, East st, Kolathur 

Chennai-600099 

044-25501257 

3 Ms .Sheelu Women’s collective 

No. 10, East st, Kolathur 

Chennai-600099 

044-25501257 

4 Ms .G. Santhi Grama Pengal Viduthalai Iyakkam 

Anumanthai St, 

Thiruthani 

5 Ms .R. Sowriyamma APM  

Arakonam 

S.R. Gate 

6 Ms .Amirthammal Vivasayegal iyakkam 

7 Ms .A. Kamatchi S.W. Iyakkam 
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Arakonam 

8 Dr. Beulah Shekhar Manonmaniam Sundaranar 

University. Tirunelveli 

09843058035 

Beulahshekhar@yahoo.com 

9 Ms .S. Uma Matha Movement 

K.V. Puram, TIK, Dist.  

Thiruvarur 

10 Ms .R.Fathima R.W.L.M 

11 Ms .Lakshmi S.W. Iyakkam,Thiruthani 

12 Ms .Malliga S.W. Iyakkam, Thiruthani 

13 Ms .A. Lilly Margrate Thozhamai,No.60, Vannardurai, Adyar.  

Mobile- 9677253902 

14 Ms .K.Kousalya Arunodhaya 

No.15 Bazar st, Rayapuram 

Chennai -13 

15 Ms .V.S.Vasuki Arunodhaya 

No.15 Bazar st, Rayapuram,Chennai -13 

16 Ms .J. Sheela CRUSADE, Minjur, Solavaram 

17 Ms .A. Ruthmani CRUSADE, Minjur,Solavaram 

18 Ms .P.Indra CRUSADE, Minjur, Solavaram 

19 Ms .R. Akila  CRUSADE, Minjur,Solavaram 

20 Ms .Bharathiselva CWDR- Thiruvanmiyur 

9600126768 

21 Ms .M.Sivaranjini Siga- Kanagi Nagar,7299671718 
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22 Ms .S. Kousalya Women’s Collective, 157/42 Gandhipuram 

Thiruvallur, opp. to Govt Hospital 

Mobile: 9444413706 

23 Ms .A.V. Chandra WEED TRUST, 

2/378, Thilagar st, M.A. Nagar, 

Red hills, Chennai-52 

24 Ms .Valli Gopal SIGA- CRF 

Kannagi nagar 

Thoraippakkam, Chennai-97 

25 Ms .R. Rajeswari SIGA- CRF 

Kannagi nagar 

Thoraippakkam, Chennai-97 

26 Ms .Suneeta Dhan JAGORI- B-114, Shivaliah  

Malviya nagar, New Delhi- 110017 

27 Ms .Anupriya JAGORI- B-114, Shivaliah  

Malviya Nagar, New Delhi- 110017 

28 Ms .S. Thangam Kannagi Nagar 

29 Ms .U.Latha  Kannagi Nagar 

30 Ms .K. Lalitha  Kannagi Nagar 

31 Ms .M. Sudha Tholamai, Chemmanjeri. 

Mobile: 9962824343 

32 Ms .A. Daisy Arunodhaya 

No.15 Bazar st, Rayapuram, Chennai -13 

33 Ms .R. Valarmathi Arunodhaya, No.15 Bazar st, Rayapuram 

Chennai -13. Mobile : 9551722086 
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34 Ms .P. Padhmavathi Manishi, Thiruvanmiyur 

Mobile: 9841357488 

35 Ms .D. Jambuvalli Seva Priya Trust 

36 Ms .Krishnaveni 15. A, Poonga nagar 

37 Ms .Chellammal Thiruvetriyur 

38 Ms .Saraswathi Chennai 

39 Ms .Kanchana Chennai 

40 Ms .Kumari Chennai,Mobile: 9445306843 

41 Ms .N. Saraswathi SRED, Kallaru Perumal post,rakkonam 

Vellore District 

42 Ms .R. Vimala Tamil Nadu Women’s forum 

76/37, G1,9th st, ‘Z’ Block, Anna nagar west 

Chennai-40, Ph- 044-42170702 

43 Ms .D. Banu Tamil Nadu Women’s collective 

2/178, Thilagar st, M.A. Nagar,Chennai-52 

Mobile: 9940147454 

 44 Ms .Barnaud Fatima Grama Kalvi Valarchi Munetra Sangam 

45 Ms .Fathima AIDWA , Mobile: 7358587037 

46 Ms .S. Mathioli EKTA- Nambikkai, Killai, Cuddalore -Dt 

47 Mr.A. Senthil Pandi EKTA- Madurai 

48 Ms .T. Tamil Moni EKTA- Nambikkai, Killai, Cuddalore -Dt 

49 Ms .P. Phavalam EKTA- Madurai 

50 Ms. Bimla Chandrasekar EKTA- Madurai 

51 Ms.A. Umadevi EKTA- Madurai 

 


